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T H E  EXAMINATION OF FOOD HANDLERS.  
IN  N E W  YORK.  

T H E  examination of food handlers was begun on 
August ist ,  1915, in accordance with the 

provisions of Section 146 of the Sanitary Code, for 
the purpose of detecting and excluding all who 
come in contact with food in public places and 
who are found suffering from an infectious disease 
in a communicable form. Subsequently, this 
regulation was extended to include all those who 
handle food in hospitals, foundling asylums, and 
similar institutions, in order to p r o t e c t  invalids 
and children from persons suffering from tuber- 
culosis, syphilis, gonorrhoea, and from typhoid 
carriers. This examination is now required of all 
who handle the milk supply, from its source to 
its destination. There are in the City of New 
York approximately 90,000 restaurant  employees, 
and 750,000 food handlers, if one includes all 
employed in food manufacture, butchers, grocers, 
confectioners, delicatessen dealers, bar-renders, 
and others. 

I t  was noted tha t  the regular staff of the 
occupational clinic examined a total  of about 
40,0o0 food handlers in nine months, and tha t  i t  
could not hope successfully to cope wi th  the 
problem of examining any significant fraction of 
the total  number  of food handlers without sub- 
stantial aid from other sources. Accordingly, 
private physicians in this city and in many parts  
of the State were permit ted to Carry on such 
examinations of restaurant workers and mi lk  
handlers under control and supervision by the 
Division of Industrial  Hygiene. In  the period of 
nine months beginning August Ist ,  1915, I , I96 
physicians applied for permission to conduct such 
examinations. A comparison between the results 
obtained by these pr ivate  physicians and tha t  of 
the twenty physicians who constitute the occupa- 
tional clinic staff is interesting : - -  

(I) I , I96  private physicians, examining 
33,700 persons, found:  

Tuberculosis-- 
Cases with positive sputum--excluded 

f rom work . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 

Doubtful cases and cases of clinical tuber- 
culosis without positive sputum--(placed 
on probation for monthly examination) 17 

Syphilis-- 
Active (Primary s tage) . - -Reported for 

exclusion from work . . . . . .  I 

Latent  (Tertiary stage).--Placed on pro- 
bation for bi-monthly examination ... 68 

Doubtful cases in which Wassermann 
test  was refused or person failed to re- 
turn for probation inspection, and was 
excluded from work . . . . . . . . .  6 

Gonorrhoea-- 
Acute cases--Excluded from work ... 8 

Typhoid Carrier Suspects- 
(Persistently positive Widal with negative 

stool) .--Placed on probation . . . . . .  4 
(2) Twenty clinic physicians, examining 

23,44 ° persons, found : -  
Tuberculosis- 

Cases with positive sputum . . . . . .  30 
Doubtful cases and cases of clinical tuber- 

culosis without positive sputum ..- 79 
Syphilis-- 

Active (Primary or secondary stage) ... I I  
Latent  (Tertiary stage) . . . . . . . . .  163 
Doubtful cases in which Wassermann test 

was refused or person failed to return 
for probation inspection . . . . . .  IOO 

Gonorrhoea-- 
Acute cases . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 
Typhoid Carrier Suspects . . . . . .  4 

All persons to be examined are referred by the 
Food Division of the Bureau of Food and Drugs 
of the Department  of Heal th  of the City of New 
York. To the lat ter  division is referred a list of 
all cases to be excluded from work and the inspec- 
tors of the Food Division put  these recommenda- 
tions into effect. 

P R E V E N T I N G  T H E  SALE OF ROTTEN EGOS 
IN U.S.A. 

F ROM January  i s t  to November xst of last 
year, forty-five summonses were taken out 

by the Depar tment  of Public Heal th  in Boston, 
U.S.A., against dealers in eggs in tha t  c i t y  for 
selling eggs unfit for food, and fines aggregating 
~4,8zo were levied on these unscrupulous dealers. 
Many Of those prosecuted were engaged solely in 
the business of selling rotten eggs, and others 
include some of the largest wholesale dealers in 
eggs in Boston. 

In  this campaign against the sale of decomposed 
eggs the Depar tment  has been greatly aided by the 
officials of the United States Bureau of Chemistry, 
stationed in this city, who have at  all times willingly 
co-operated in the efforts to s tamp out this busi- 
ness, and such a degree of success would not have 
obtained were it  not for the assistance of these men. 

In  this connection the regulation of the United 
States Depar tment  of Agriculture prohibiting the 
shipment in inter-state commerce of eggs which 
show more than 5 per cent. deterioration has 
operated greatly to the advantage of the dealer, 
who now does not  have to stand the toss of these 
rotten eggs, and also the public, tha t  does not 
have to consume them. 

The Public Heal th  Depar tment  has drafted 
regulations which are now before the Corporation 
Counsel of Boston for approval, and which will, 
when put  into operation, prevent  any rotten eggs, 
whatsoever, from reaching the publiel 


